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NOTICE:  Answers to this Joint Application should be filed at DOT's Dockets Section and 
served on the parties listed above.  Although answers are due on or before March 20, 
2008, for the Statements of Authorization and on or before March 26, 2008, for the 
Exemption Application, the Joint Applicants intend to poll all interested parties. 
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United Air Lines, Inc. (“United”) and Turkish Airlines (Türk Hava Yollari, A.O.) 

(“THY”) (collectively, the "Joint Applicants") hereby apply for issuance of Statements of 

Authorization pursuant to 14 C.F.R. Part 212 to engage in the code-sharing services 

described below.  United also applies under 49 U.S.C. § 40109 for an amendment of its 

exemption in Docket DOT-OST-2004-19148 to allow United to provide scheduled foreign 

air transportation of persons, property and mail between the United States and points 

worldwide pursuant to its code-share arrangement with THY.  In support of their Joint 

Application and United’s application for amendment of its exemption, the Joint 

Applicants submit the following: 
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1. United requests a Statement of Authorization for blanket code-share 

authority to display THY’s “TK” designator code on flights operated by United 1) 

between any point in the United States and any point in Turkey (either nonstop or via 

third-country intermediate points); 2) between any points within the United States in 

conjunction with services held out by THY between Turkey and the United States (either 

nonstop or via third-country intermediate points); and 3) between any point in the 

United States or Turkey and any point in any third country. 

2. THY requests a Statement of Authorization for blanket code-share 

authority to display United’s “UA” designator code on flights operated by THY 1) 

between any point in Turkey and any point in the United States (either nonstop or via 

third-country intermediate points); 2) between any points within Turkey in conjunction 

with services held out by United between the United States and Turkey (either nonstop 

or via third-country intermediate points); and 3) between any point in Turkey or the 

United States and any point in any third country. 

3. United also requests an amendment of its exemption authority in Docket 

DOT-OST-2004-19148 to enable it to provide third-country code-share services to any 

point worldwide under THY’s Statement of Authorization for blanket code-sharing with 
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United.1  Because THY’s Open Skies authority already allows it to hold out service to any 

third-country point intermediate to or beyond the U.S. or Turkey, THY does not require 

additional traffic rights to provide the services at issue. 

4. United currently holds a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity 

for Route 838 authorizing United to engage in scheduled foreign air transportation of 

persons, property and mail between, inter alia, points in the U.S. and Turkey.  Order 07-

4-19.  In addition, United holds a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to 

integrate its service to Turkey with service to any other point it is authorized to serve.  

Order 06-1-1. 

5. THY currently holds an exemption to engage in scheduled foreign air 

transportation of persons, property and mail from points behind Turkey and 

intermediate points to points in the U.S. and beyond.2 

6. Both United and THY are seeking broad code-share Statements of 

Authorization consistent with the authority available under the U.S.-Turkey Open Skies 

Air Transport Agreement, dated May 2, 2000, under which “any designated airline of 

one Party may enter into cooperative marketing arrangements such as blocked-space, 

 
1 Notice of Action Taken, as amended, dated July 19, 2007, in Docket DOT-OST-2004-19148.  
United’s current U.S.-Turkey authority limits the intermediate and beyond points that United may 
serve to countries with which the U.S. has an Open Skies Agreement and/or countries for which 
United holds certificate or exemption authority and for which it holds route integration authority.  
See below.  United requests amendment to include THY code-share service in its broader 
exemption authority in Docket OST-2004-19148 to enable United and THY to introduce new 
code-share services without delay and reduce the Department’s administrative burden by 
eliminating the need for United to file additional exemption applications for future code-share 
services with THY.  This will facilitate the authorization of code-share service to points such as 
Kishinev, Moldova, which is included in the attached notice.  United and THY will provide the 
Department with 30 days’ notice of any plans for additional code-share services.  Similar blanket 
code-share exemption authority has been granted to numerous U.S. carriers and their code-share 
partners.  See footnote 6 below. 
2 See Docket DOT-OST-2005-21183. 
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code-sharing or leasing arrangements, with an airline or airlines of either Party.”3  

United’s request for broad third-country code-share-related exemption authority is also 

consistent with that agreement.  In addition, the Joint Applicants' requests are 

consistent with the Department’s “standard practice to afford carriers the maximum 

operating flexibility possible.”4  DOT has granted similar blanket code-share Statements 

of Authorization to other code-share partnerships between U.S. carriers and airlines 

from Open Skies countries.5  Also, the Department has granted broad worldwide code-

share-related exemption authority similar to what United requests to other carriers to 

enable them to display their designator codes on flights operated by multiple foreign 

code-share partners.6 

7. United’s proposed code-share service to third countries is consistent with 

the Air Transport Agreements between the U.S. and the various countries United 

proposes to serve or with principles of comity and reciprocity.  

8. The Joint Applicants are parties to a Code-Share and Regulatory 

Cooperation Agreement, effective March 6, 2008, in which the carriers agree to terms 

governing the code-share services for which the Statements of Authorization are sought.  

(A copy of that agreement is is attached hereto as Appendix B.)  Under that agreement, 

United and THY plan to code-share on each others services in conjunction with their 

 
3 Air Transport Agreement between the United States of America and Turkey, Article 8, par. 7. 
4 Order 99-12-7, at 4. 
5 See, e.g., American/TAP (Notice of Action Taken dated July 27, 2000, Docket OST-00-7504); 
Delta/Air France (Notice of Action Taken dated March 1, 2002, Docket OST-98-3740 and 
Statement of Authorization dated August 6, 1998, undocketed); and Delta/Alitalia (Notice of 
Action Taken dated October 26, 2001, Docket OST-01-10417). 
6 See Notice of Action Taken dated March 1, 2005, Docket OST-05-20122 (Continental Airlines); 
Notice of Action Taken dated March 1, 2005, Docket OST-05-20145 (Delta Air Lines); Notice of 
Action Taken dated January 11, 2005, Docket OST-03-15191 (Northwest Airlines); Notice of 
Action Taken dated January 11, 2005, Docket OST-03-15946 (US Airways); and Notices of Action 
Taken dated January 24, 2005 and March 1, 2005, Docket OST-04-19148 (United Air Lines). 
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service between the U.S. and Turkey. 

9. The reciprocal code-share services proposed by the Joint Applicants are 

fully consistent with the public interest and DOT policy.  The Department recognized in 

its 1995 International Policy Statement that code-share services such as those proposed 

herein produce important public benefits: 

Code sharing and other cooperative marketing arrangements can provide 
a cost-efficient way for carriers to enter new markets, expand their 
systems and obtain additional flow traffic to support their other 
operations by using existing facilities and scheduled operations.  Because 
these cooperative arrangements can give the airline partners new or 
additional access to more markets, the partners will gain traffic, some 
stimulated by the new service, and some diverted from incumbents.  In 
this way, cooperative arrangements can enhance the competitive 
positions of both partners in such a relationship. 

Increased international code sharing and other cooperative arrangements 
can benefit consumers by increasing international service options and 
enhancing competition between carriers, particularly for traffic to or from 
cities behind major gateways.  By stimulating traffic, the increased 
competition and service options should expand the overall international 
market and increase overall opportunities for the aviation industry.7 

In a more recent report, the Department reviewed the results of code-share 

alliances approved under the 1995 policy and reached the following conclusions: 

[M]ultinational alliances are playing a key role in the evolving 
international aviation economic and competitive environment.  They are 
providing improved, more competitive services in literally thousands of 
markets.  And alliances have provided a way for carriers to mitigate the 
limitations of bilateral agreements, ownership restrictions, and licensing 
and control regulation.  As a consequence, they are: 
 
• Stimulating demand. 
• Leading pro-competitive changes in industry structure. 
• Providing consumers the benefits of substantially lower prices. 
 
Multinational alliances have fueled enormous increases in connecting 
traffic, both in markets that have historically suffered from poor quality 
interline service and virtually no competitive benefits, but also by 

 
7 U.S. International Air Transportation Policy Statement, 60 Fed. Reg. 21841, 21842 (May 3, 
1995). 
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providing service alternatives in markets that already have the benefit of 
seamless service by other individual airlines.  They are just one important 
way that the airline industry has responded to aviation liberalization and 
the evolving competitive environment.  They are also the only practical 
way to provide better service to thousands of passengers in long 
distance, low-density international markets.8 

Code-sharing by United and THY involving services between the U.S. and Turkey 

will make both carriers more competitive for transatlantic traffic.  United currently 

operates no passenger service in its own aircraft between the U.S. and Turkey.  By 

placing the UA code on THY’s nonstop flights between its U.S. gateways and Istanbul 

and services between certain of United’s European gateways and Turkey, United will be 

able to expand its passenger service to offer additional consumer choices the U.S.-

Turkey market.  In addition, by code-sharing with THY, United will be able to hold out a 

greater range of services to other points intermediate to and beyond Turkey.  THY, for 

its part, will be able to hold out service on a code-share basis on United’s flights 

between the U.S. and United’s European gateways via connections from THY’s services 

between Turkey and these European points.  THY will also offer code-share services to 

points within the U.S. from THY’s transatlantic gateways at New York and Chicago.  All 

of the above services will benefit passengers by expanding the range of available online 

service options and offering competition with other transatlantic airline code-share 

partnerships. 

10. The Joint Applicants hereby notify the Department that they plan to 

commence code-sharing on the city-pair routes listed in Appendix A hereto, effective as 

 
8 DOT, International Aviation Developments: Global Deregulation Takes Off (December 1999), at 
2. 
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soon as all necessary government authorities have been received.9 

11. A code-share safety audit of THY has been conducted by IATA in 

accordance with the requirements of the DOT/FAA Code-Share Safety Program 

Guidelines issued February 29, 2000.  The audit will soon be submitted to the FAA by 

United for clearance, and the Joint Applicants request that the Department complete its 

review of this Joint Application as soon as possible so that United and THY may move 

forward with plans to implement their reciprocal code-share services with a minimum of 

delay.  The Joint Applicants will poll the carrier parties on the service list and will advise 

the Department of the results. 

12. The Joint Applicants agree to accept the conditions normally applicable to 

code-share authority such as requested herein.  In addition, United’s requested 

amended exemption authority would be subject to existing terms and conditions in 

Docket DOT-OST-2004-19148.  This includes the requirement to notify the Department 

30 days in advance of any new code-share operations (including operations for which 

United is relying upon its broad exemption authority in Docket DOT-OST-2004-19148), 

and to notify the Department of any code-share operations the carriers have agreed to 

discontinue. 

13. The Joint Applicants also request that the Statements of Authorization be 

issued for an indefinite period, as long as their code-share agreement continues in 

effect, and will notify the Department if that agreement should cease to be effective.  

United’s amended blanket third-country code-share-related exemption authority should 

be issued for a period co-extensive with the current term of its exemption in Docket 
 

9 The U.S. points to be served by THY beyond its own and United’s U.S. gateways include points 
served by both United and United Express.  United and THY understand that in order for THY to 
code share on services operated by United Express carriers, such carriers will have to enter into 
code-share agreements with THY and obtain Statements of Authorization from DOT. 
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DOT-OST-2004-19148, which is effective through July 19, 2009.   

14. The Joint Applicants agree to abide by the consumer notification 

requirements of 14 C.F.R. Part 257 as well as the other conditions applicable to code-

share services operated to or sold in the U.S.  United's engagement in these code-share 

services will not affect its commitment of aircraft to the CRAF program. 

15.   Pursuant to 14 CFR 212.12, the Joint Applicants request that the 

Department waive its requirement set forth in 14 CFR 212.10 that Applications for 

Statements of Authorization be filed 45 days in advance of the first proposed flight.  

Good cause exists for the grant of this waiver. 
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UNITED/TURKISH AIRLINES CODE-SHARE MARKETS 

 
United on Turkish Airlines (UA*/TK) 

 
Between Istanbul, Turkey and the following: 
 

New York, NY/Newark, NJ 
Chicago, Illinois 
London, England 
Frankfurt, Germany 
Munich, Germany 
Zurich, Switzerland 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 
Brussels, Belgium 
Adana, Turkey 
Antalya, Turkey 
Kishinev, Moldova 
Islamabad, Pakistan 
Ashkhabad, Turkmenistan 
Tashkent, Uzbekistan 
Skopje, Republic of Macedonia 
 

Between Frankfurt, Germany and Ankara, Turkey 
 

Turkish Airlines on United (TK*/UA) 
 
Between London, England and: 

 
Washington, DC 
Chicago, IL 
San Francisco, CA 
Los Angeles, CA 
Denver, CO 

 
Between Frankfurt, Germany and: 

 
Washington, DC 
Chicago, IL  
San Francisco, CA 
Los Angeles, CA 

  
Between Munich, Germany and: 

 
Washington, DC  
Chicago, IL 

 
Between Zurich, Switzerland and: 

 
Washington, DC 
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Between Amsterdam, Netherlands and: 
 
 Chicago, IL 
 Washington, DC 
 
Between Brussels, Belgium and: 
 
 Washington, DC 
 
Between Chicago, IL and: 
 
 Washington, DC 
 Atlanta, GA 
 Houston, TX 
 Detroit, MI 
 Boston, MA 
 Miami, FL 
 Dallas/Ft. Worth, TX 
 Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN 
 Philadelphia, PA 
 Denver, CO 
 Seattle, WA 
 Orlando, FL 
 Memphis, TN 
 Cincinnati, OH 
 Portland, OR 
 Las Vegas, NV 
 San Diego, CA 
 Tampa, FL 
 Raleigh/Durham, NC 
 Cleveland, OH 
 Baltimore, MD 
 St. Louis, MO 
 Fort Lauderdale, FL 
 Pittsburgh. PA 
 Nashville, TN 
 
Between New York, NY/Newark, NJ and: 
 
 Los Angeles, CA 
 San Francisco, CA 
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Code-Share and Regulatory Cooperation Agreement








































